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principle of profit and loss. Justice must provide the basis. Man must
give up, therefore, all thought of advancing his interests by following
expediency regardless of moral considerations. It is not always possible
to predict with certainty the outcome of a given line of conduct. But
in most cases we can determine whether a certain act is just or unjust.
We can also assert that the result of moral conduct is bound to be good.
We cannot predict what that result will be, or how it will come about.
Justice includes affection. The relation between master and operative
depends on this element of affection. Let us assume that the master
wants to exact the utmost amount of work from his servant. He allows
him no time for rest, pays him a low wage, and lodges him in a garret.
In brief, he pays him a bare subsistence wage. It may be argued that
there is no injustice in all this. The servant has placed all his time
at the master's disposal in return for a given wage, and the latter avails
himself of it. He determines the limits of hardship in exacting work
by reference to what others do. If the servant can get a better
place, he is free to take it. This is called economics by those who
formulate the laws of supply and demand. They assert that it is profi-
table to the master thus to exact the maximum amount of work for the
minimum wage. In the long run, the entire society will benefit by it
and, through the society, the servant himself.
But on reflection we find that this is not quite true. This method
of calculation would have been valid if the employee were a mere
machine which required some kind of force to drive it. But in this
case the motive power of the servant is his soul, and soul-force contra-
dicts and falsifies all the calculations of the economists. The machine
that is man cannot be driven by the money-fuel to do the maximum
amount of work. Man will give of his best only when his affections are
brought into play. The master-servant nexus must not be a pecuniary
one, but one of love.
[From Gujarati]
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